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which the consuls had felt sure they could arrest his pro-
gress. He had skillfully gauged the ability of each of his
opponents, and had acted accordingly. He now stood ready
for the final arbitrament of battle, so soon as it could be had
on even terms, and was doing all that in him lay to force the
consular army into it. And it must be added that Hanni-
bal's political good sense was equal to his military skill. No
captain has ever succeeded whose policy did not march
abreast with his manoeuvres. That Hannibal eventually failed
was not from lack of intelligent policy, but because he had
no aid from home, and because the Latin confederacy had
been builded with a cement altogether too strong.

Legionary with Scale Armor, he was not wrong in fol-
